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House Moves Toward Regulatory Freeze 

Moratorium Amedat Permitting Congressional Overhaul of System 
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By Tom Kenworthy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House yesterday moved to- 
ward approval Of legislation that 
would temporarily bar the Clinton 
administration from issuing execu- 
tive branch regulations while Con- 
gress completes a thorough overhaul 
of the government’s regulatory sys- 
tem. 

Brushing aside an implicit veto 
threat from President Clinton and 
predictions by opponents that the 
measure would imperil the health 
and safety of millions of Americans,’ 
the Republican-controlled House 
easily defeated a series of amend- 
ments to narrow the legislation’s 
sweep. 

The regulatory moratorium, 
which supporters expect to win final 
House approval today as Republi- 
cans move to fulfill a GOP promise 
to get government off the back of 
business, is retroactive to Nov. 20. 
It would extend until the end of this 
year or to the date when Congress 
enacts far more comprehensive 
changes that would subject new fed- 
eral rules to tough cost-benefit and 
risk assessment tests. 

The House plans to take up the 
comprehensive regulatory bill next 
week. 

Despite widespread uncertainty 
over what kinds of federal rule-mak- 
ing would be temporarily halted by 
the moratorium or saved by the bill’s 
sometimes vague exemptions, GOP 
proponents repeatedly said yester- 
day that voters across the country 
had demanded a “time out” from a 
crushing regulatory load. To under- 
score their point, they wheeled onto 
the House floor a cart piled high 
with copies of the Federal Register, 
where they said 64,914 pages of fed- 
eral rules were printed last year 
alone. 

“This hidden tax on the middle 


class has got to be cut back,” said 
Rep. David Martin McIntosh (R- 
Ind.), a graduate of the Bush admin- 
istration’s Council on Competitive- 
ness and an architect of the regula- 
tory changes contained in the House 
GOP’s “Contract With America.” 

Adherents of the moratorium esti- 
mated the yearly cost of government 
regulation approaches $600 billion, a 
burden that they said stifles small 
and large business, costs jobs and 

serves as a huge drag on the econo- 
my. 

With Republicans in control in 
Congress, promised Rep. Larry 
Combest (R-Tex.), executive branch 
regulations would now have to pass 
what he called “the stupid test.” 

Earlier this week, Clinton de- 
nounced the GOP legislation as “un- 
acceptable” and said it would strip 
Americans of protections against 
contaminated food, water and other 
hazards, and that rules are under de- 
velopment by federal agencies in 
compliance with previous acts of 
Congress. 

Administration officials have pre- 
pared a list of dozens of federal pro- 
grams that would be disrupted by the 
regulatory moratorium. They include 
airworthiness directives for the type 
of commuter aircraft involved in last 
fall’s fatal crash in Indiana, trade sanc- 
tions against China, poultry labeling 
and fisheries management. 

Republicans, however, denounced 
many of those predictions as scare 
tactics. Clinton, charged GOP Whip 
Tom DeLay (Tex.), had sunk to a new 
low by “frightening women and chil- 
dren and the elderly.” 

The legislation does provide a num- 
ber of emergency exemptions for 
rules needed to enforce criminal laws 
and to protect people from “an immi- 
nent threat to health or safety or oth- 
er emergency.” Other more specific 
exemptions cover Internal Revenue 


Service rules, national security needs, 
regulations issued by federal banking 
regulators and “routine administra- 
tive” regulatory actions. 

But critics of the moratorium said' 
the House GOP’s blunderbuss ap- 
proach would critically wound the 

worthy along with the silly. 

“This is the all-time case of throw- 
ing the baby out with the bath water,” 
said Rep. John M. Spratt Jr. (D-S.C.). 
“Even its sponsors can’t tell exactly 
what it embraces. It makes no distinc- 
tion between the rules we need and 
the rules we don’t.” 

Despite those warnings, the House 
easily beat attempts to exclude from 
the moratorium pending regulations, 
setting up new food safety inspections 
to protect consumers against bacteria , 
such as E. coli and salmonella that an- 
nually sicken and kill thousands of 
Americans. An amendment to exempt r. 
those rules was defeated 249 to 177. 

And in a sign of how pervasive the ' 
anti-regulatory mood is on Capitol 

Hill, not a single member stood up§o 
oppose a change that will prevent the 
government from listing any new en- 
dangered species for up to two years. 

It was unclear how that directive 
would be reconciled with a Bush ad- 
ministration court agreement to put 
almost 400 candidate species on 
endangered and threatened species 
lists over four years. 

But duck hunters were spared; the 
House voted overwhelmingly to ex- 
empt migratory bird hunting regula- 
tions from the measure. : " : 

Following House passage, the bill 
would go to the Senate, where Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee Chair- 
man William V. Roth Jr. (R-Del.) lias 
said it is sure to be altered. 



